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MERCANTILE THEORY OF WEALTH. 47

may be as intense, but none is so unblushing,
because nene is so tolerated, as that of a mo-
nopolist claiming a vested interest in a public
injury.

The subject is still further obscured by that
powerful instrument of confusion, national jea-
lousy. Free trade is not only to deprive us of
our money, it is also to carry it to our neigh-
bours; it is to do worse than impoverish our-
selves, it is to enrich them. The trade with a
country is likely to be advantageous in propor-
tion to its extent, productiveness and proximity.
The trade between Middlesex and Kent is
more advantageous to both parties than that
between Middlesex and .Caithness. . But those
very circumstances are the.causes of national
jealousy. The trade between Great Britain
and France would be the most beneficial that
either country could carry on: they are coun-
tries of great extent and powers of production ;
their respective wants and supplies are happily
adapted to each other, and the short sea, which,
for commercial  purposes, rather .unites than






























MERCANTILE THEORY OF WEALTH/! 59

is the general benefit to the whole community
considered as consumers. A benefit which will
be permanent, while both the gain and the loss
to peculiar classes of producers will pass away.
If we should -think it madness te .prohibit, or to
tax, the use of ‘an improved steam-engine,.be-
cause it must be injurious to those employed.in
raising coal, ‘what pretence is.there for pro-
hibiting or taxing foreign.ribands. or .velvets
because their importation would be injurieus to
the English silk-weaver?  On what pretence
can the man who throws the shuttle claim a
protection which we should deny to him who
works in the mine, or navigates the collier?

T should grieve to be suppased indifferent 4o
the partial evil which must accompany any
change in the channels of commerce, however
generally beneficial. I am far even from think-
i;lg ‘that the peculiar evils sustained by those
who are injured are balanced by the advantages
obtained by those classes of producers who are
peculiarly benefited by the change. I well
know that when loss and gain appear equal,


















































































































